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One evening, a while ago, my wife and I were watching TV. Then the electricity went out and we were 

plunged into  darkness. After a moment or two of fumbling around we found the flashlight, lit some candles, 

and got the old kerosene lamp fired-up.  We were no longer in total darkness. That reminded me that in 
terms of alcohol I was and remain        powerless. But there are things I can do to have the light shine in my 

life. I can take action today. My Creator has all the power for me to stay sober, one day at a time, I just need 

to plug in and throw the switch.   

 

No more than I can see the electrical current that lights my home, can I see the power that comes from God. 

Yet the     evidence is clear that both exist. Most of the time my lights turn on when I flip the switch.  Like-
wise, when I plug into the Unseen Power I have the ability to stay sober for another 24 hours. And that 

Source is available "twenty-four / seven" unless I unplug.  

 

When the lights went out one thought that quickly flashed through my mind was "Oh my God, did I forget to 

pay the bill." I had paid it, there was just an interruption in service. That thought reminds me that my home's 

power is not free. In fact there are two charges on my monthly bill. The first is for the actual electricity used 
and the second is for the "delivery charges" to get that electricity to me so I can use it. Included in the sec-

ond are the cost of the power lines, employees that keep things working and fix things when broke, sub-

stations that distribute the power, and so on.    

 

The power I get from the Creator to stay sober is free. No charge whatsoever. In Alcoholics Anonymous 

there an inverse twist on the electrical theme. We individual AAs are directly plugged into the Source, we 
feed that to others at our       sub-stations (meetings) that distribute it onward to our grid  -  the District, Area 

and GSO.   

 

My daily reprieve from alcohol is freedom and as the bumper sticker says: "Freedom isn't free". Like it or 

not there are "delivery charges" that supports this freedom. While some of these are material most are of the 

spiritual nature.  I support my freedom in    several ways:  

  I am willing to give up both the pleasure and pain of alcohol by staying sober no matter what.  

  I nurture my spiritual condition through daily contact with a Power greater than myself, even it is noth-

ing more than "help me" in the morning and "thank you" at night.  

  I am responsible for keeping AA alive by attending meetings.  

  I am responsible for doing service work at whatever level is needed.  

  I contribute as much as I can toward the cost of carrying the AA message.  Freedom is not free, but it is 

well worth the price.                                          

~Anonymous~            

FREEDOM ISN’T FREE  
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It’s Ours.  We Own It.  We’re Responsible For It. 

              What is “it”?  I am speaking of AAWS (Alcoholics Anony-

mous World Services, Inc.), an indispensable organization that is a part 

of and wonderfully supports our 

General Service Office (GSO).  

AAWS is our publishing company.  

Why am I writing this?  There are 

various companies selling copies of 

the Big Book that do not come from 

our AAWS.  This means that for 

every book sold through these com-

panies, we’re losing, little by little, 

our own vital financial lifeblood.  

While we certainly have the right to 

purchase from whom we choose, I 

would like to address everyone in 

an attempt for us all to be fully in-

formed before we make the decision 

about where we buy our Big Books.  

 

           Did you know all the services our GSO performs on behalf of 

A.A. groups are partly funded by the sale of our literature?   GSO does 

for us what we cannot do for ourselves, in a manner of speaking.  Pro-

viding a publishing company (AAWS) that publishes all of our confer-

ence-approved literature is one of those services we cannot do for our-

selves.   GSO now has the Big Book of Alcoholics Anonymous trans-

lated into 53 languages.  Much of our other literature (conference-

approved books and pamphlets) is also translated into various lan-

guages. Our message is being carried worldwide by GSO through the 

efforts of our AAWS.  This is our publishing company, and we need to 

continue to support these efforts by purchasing from ourselves.  Many 

of our fellow AA’s may not realize how financially important their 

purchase of AAWS literature is.  Their, and our, purchase of our litera-

ture through AAWS helps provide for an invaluable archive, providing 

services for Loners and Internationalists, Public Information, Coopera-

tion with the Professional Community, Correctional Facilities, Treat-

ment Facilities, conducting our A.A. International Convention, general 

correspondence and service material, International and World Service 

meetings, General Service Conference, A.A. Regional Forums, Span-

ish Services and the A.A. Grapevine.  This is a lot!  It is obvious we 

need to continue to support ourselves through the purchase of our lit-

erature.  What happens if we don’t?  Services will be cut, and where 

would we start cutting? 

 

          Here is what Bill W. had to say about purchasing literature from 

our own organization:  “Some of us have another concern, and this is 

related to so-called book “profits.”  The fact that A.A. Headquarters 

and most of the groups sell books for more than they cost is thought to 

be spiritually bad.  But is this sort of noncommercial book income 

really a profit after all?  In my view, it is not.  This net income to the 

groups and to A.A.’s General Services is actually the sum of a great 

many contributions which the book buyers make to the general welfare 

of Alcoholics Anonymous.  The certain and continuous solvency of 

our world services rests squarely upon these contributions.  Looked at 

in this way, our Reserve Fund is seen to be actually the aggregate of 

many small financial sacrifices made by the book buyers.  This fund is 

not the property of private investors; it is wholly owned by A.A. it-

self.”  Taken from The A.A. Service Manual, Warranty Two, pages 67 

& 68. 

 

          While I’ve talked so much about money, this is about so much 

more.  Here’s why:  We lost the copy-write to the first  edition of the 

Big Book.  That explains why other companies can publish our 

book, and they can do it cheaper because they do not have all the 

above services to our fellow AAs attached to the cost.  By purchas-

ing a Big Book from our AAWS, 

we help ensure that Alcoholics 

Anonymous and all of the services 

GSO does for us, will be here for 

those who follow our footsteps.   
Our Regional Trustee, Gary K., has 

made the following statement on this 

topic:  “I cannot obviously speak for 

the AAWS Board.  Any AA Group, 

through its (hopefully informed) 

group conscience, can purchase lit-

erature of any kind and character 

from any source it chooses.  As ser-

vants we do not govern.  Most of us 

in AA agree that it is BEST that we 

try to purchase books etc. from 

AAWS, Inc. for the reasons you 

stated, but perhaps more importantly 

for the services the dollars spent on AA literature help to provide, 

this due to the fact that the Groups do not fully support the services 

they have requested GSO provide.  There are, near as we can tell, 

approximately 13 outside entities producing our book (albeit the first 

edition) in various and sundry form (including variants on the origi-

nal manuscript).  Some, like AP, insist they are AA groups, making 

them virtually immune to any adverse action from AAWS except if 

currently copyrighted materials are involved.  These entities, if they 

are groups, are working outside the conscience of AA as a whole.  

Keep in mind that many years ago the groups delegated the literature 

publishing operations for the Fellowship (first to Works Publishing, 

now AAWS, Inc.). These efforts to publish our basic text, regardless 

of edition, in my mind are efforts to derail the group conscience for 

AA as a whole.  It is indeed a sad state of affairs when these folks 

seemingly with impunity, go outside the process to do what they 

want to do.  It’s an example of how self-centered we really can be at 

times. I can only hope that by continuing to educate our Fellowship 

about how the dollars spent for AAWS literature go towards sup-

porting our service office and structure, and help to provide basic 

services to the groups and members, a situation which these other 

entities have less than no interest in.  This year, we pared about 

$850,000 out of the operating budget to hold down price increases, 

yet were still unable to forestall the July 1 price increase on all books 

except the Big Book. I still believe in my heart that if the groups 

were to demonstrate their responsibilities to AA as a whole by fully 

supporting GSO through contributions, the price of the literature, 

over time, would come down to a point hopefully where it was sold 

at near-cost.  At these prices, there is very little economic incentive 

for outsiders to publish our books.  That, in the end, might be the 

only way to dissuade these folks from continuing in these disruptive 

endeavors.” 

  

          Our co-founder, Bill W., and Regional Trustee, 

Gary K., point out how important it is to support the organization--

our organization--which has saved our lives.  The Board of Trustees 

of the San Antonio Central Service Office requires that we purchase 

all our conference-approved literature from AAWS.  
  

~ taken from The Nightcap, San Antonio, TX (June 2005 
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Share your Experience, Strength and Hope 

Please submit your announcements by the 12th  

for next month’s issue 

Articles can be submitted at any time 
 

e-mail address:  buffaloaa@hotmail.com 
 

or mail to: 

Buffalo Central Office 

681 Seneca St (lower) 

Buffalo, New York  14210 
 

The Central Office of Western New York publishes the New Frontiers monthly.  We are supported 
by your subscriptions and Central Office donations.  The New Frontiers presents the experience and 

opinions of members of Alcoholics Anonymous on the disease of alcoholism.  The staff reserves the 

right to edit any article for clarity and length.  Articles will not be returned.  Opinions expressed 
here are not those of Alcoholics Anonymous as a whole, nor does publication of any article imply 

the endorsement by the Central Office of Western New York or Alcoholics Anonymous.  

(Exceptions: quotations from “Alcoholics Anonymous”, “Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions” and 
other A.A. books and pamphlets are reprinted with permission of A.A. World Services, Inc.  Arti-

cles reprinted with permission of A.A. Grapevine, Inc. are subject to Grapevine copyright.) 

 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

Things We Can Not Change 

To all of our members who have lost family and loved ones 

 Judith O. ~ Amherst Snyder Group 

Joe W.~ Friendly Group~ 44years 

Peter M. ~ 34 years 

Our thoughts and prayers are with you  

Heard @ a Meeting 

Alcoholics Anonymous does 

not work in theory --  

It only works in practice!  

 For the month of February we've chosen the significant date of Nell Wing's passing on Valentines day in 2007. This first archivist in AA has been quite an 
interesting character as we learn about the history of AA. She appealed to my hoarder character defect when I read about her in the free to anyone ARCHIVES news-

letter named "Markings" (http://www.aa.org/newsletters/en_US/f-151_markings_spring07.pdf) regarding her penchant for going through Bill's trashcans at the end of 

day to squirrel away documentation that she recognized may be valuable to AA at a later date, which proved to be the beginnings of the archives.  

 She didn't have a librarian background or training but did what she could to keep track in a system that is still used today, primarily because of direction she 

got from Ernie Kurtz. He was doing a book named "Not God" and was given by Nell unfettered access to all of the archives. He encouraged her to go to the Smith-

sonian Institute for pertinent archivist classes on being an archivist and the management of her vast collection.  
 Her book "Grateful to Have Been There" is quite an interesting read. Our upcoming speaker at the April 2016 Archives Breakfast did a talk on her that was 

handed to me on CD when I first came into the archives committee. Gail spoke about one of the statements those of us in AA have had happen to most of us - like 

those who complain about the coffee getting that task handed to them. Gail met Nell Wing and told her she would help if there was ever anything she could do, and 
Nell Wing assigned her the task of creating the Akron Archives that so many have journeyed through on the Akron Founders Day trip some of us have been blessed to 

take. Nell taught her that Gail could not put the Akron Archives in Dr. Bob's house - taught Gail about tradition and the importance of AA not owning property, which 

changed her trail at that time.  
 Found at AAHISTORY.COM is this following information:  

Dear Friends: 
It is with great sadness that we share the news that Nellie Elizabeth Wing, AA's first Archivist, died on Wednesday, February 14, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. after a lengthy 
illness. Nell was 89 years old.  

There was a service held on Saturday, February 24, 2007 from 1:00pm to 5:00pm at the Moore's Funeral Home at 1591 Alps Rd, Wayne, NJ 07470. 

The Funeral home has a web site, with more info on Nell. Their telephone number is 973.694.0072 
At 5 P.M. representatives of the US Coast Guard presented the family with a flag. (Nell served there till 1946 when she came to AA) 

By Mel B., Toledo, Ohio:  

 
 Many of us in AA feel that God brings the right people into our lives, at the right time and in the right way. This was certainly true of Nell Wing. She came 

to work at GSO in a temporary job in March 1947 and stayed until her retirement in 1982.  

Though a nonalcoholic, her devotion to AA became nearly absolute, and as the years passed she formed friendships with members throughout the world. She never 
married, and AA really became her extended family, with Bill and Lois W. as her surrogate parents.  

Nell was 29 when she reported to work at GSO (then called the Alcoholic Foundation). She had attended Keuka College in central New York state and served two 
years as a SPAR (a female Coast Guard sailor). She only wanted short-term employment until leaving for Mexico to study sculpture under the G.I. Bill. But as she 

recalled later, From the beginning, I was caught by the A.A. Fellowship, particularly by the caring. It was not so much a general ‘caring for our fellowman,’ but a one-

on-one caring, a love for one another without thought of any reward. Mexico faded into the background, and she spent 35 years at GSO!  
Nell served as receptionist and did other clerical work at GSO before becoming Bill’s secretary in 1950. Highly competent as a secretary, she also became Bill’s 

staunch defender, giving him support and reassurance when members wrote angry letters or when he became plagued by self-doubt and depression. More than almost 

anybody, Nell knew how much Bill suffered when attacked by the very people who should have been grateful to him. After his death in 1971, she said she lost my 
close friend and confidant, the big brother/father figure of my middle life.  

She then became AA’s first archivist, with responsibility for organizing and filing all the documents and other records of our history. Though not trained in library 

science, she quickly learned the essentials of archiving and set up a logical system that works extremely well to this day. She also continued as Bill’s loyal advocate 
and carefully documented his specific contributions to AA’s origin, growth, and success.  

Nell and Lois became even closer after Bill’s passing. Nell often spent weekends with Lois at Stepping Stones and became concerned that the older woman insisted on 

living alone though becoming increasingly frail. Lois’s passing in 1988 was another great loss in her life.  
(from the website:       http://www.aahistory.com/nellwing/sign.php) 

Submitted by Lila M. (Area 50 Archives Chair) and David C. (Orchard Park Step) 

2nd STEP: 

“Came to believe that a power greater than ourselves could restore us to sanity.”  

 

http://www.mooresinfo.com/ecom/sp/%3bcat=obituaries%3bobit=2949
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MEETING CHANGES 
*Elmwood Group; No longer Meets; 1 pm & 4 pm, Monday - Friday, 2590 Elmwood Ave, Kenmore 14217 
*Common Bond Meeting, No longer Meets. Northtown Plaza, Tuesday's 8 PM, 3163 Sheridan Drive, Tona-

wanda 14150 
*The Absolutes will be adding a 5:30 PM meeting, Monday through Friday. 1463 E.Delevan Ave, Buffalo, 

East, 14215. 
*Marilla Group will not meet Dec. 25th (Christmas), 8 PM, Marilla Methodist Church, S-1910 Two Rod Rd., 

Marilla 14102. 
*New Group starting January 1st, 2016, Depth & Weight Group. Friday's, 8:00 PM, Open Speaker, Kenil-

worth United Church of  Christ, 45 Dalton Dr. @ Decaunter, Buffalo 14223 
*Thankful Group; Friday's at 2 PM, will NOT meet on Dec. 25th and Jan. 1st. Senior Center, 101 King St. 

East Aurora 14052. Also when school are closed they also will not meet. 
*We Don't Know Group no longer meets on Tuesday's. Thursday's does still meet; but needs support. 

12:15 PM, Buffalo Central Office, 681 Seneca St., Buffalo 14210. 
*Angola Early Bird; now meets on Monday's & Thursday's. 7:00 AM, Most Precious Blood School, 192 

Prospect Ave. (off Lake) 14006. 

 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES; COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
~ Feb 7, Central Committee Meeting, SUNDAY, 7 PM, Buffalo Central Office (Hosted by Questions & Answers 
Group). 
~ Feb 7,, Steering Committee; SUNDAY, 5:30 PM, Buffalo Central Office 
~ Feb 8Public Information Committee meeting, 2nd-MONDAY, Anyone interested in helping the community un-
derstand who we are, what we do, and what do not, PLEASE come out and get involved. Help keep A.A. around for 
your children. 6 PM, Buffalo Central Office. 
~ Feb 13, Archives Committee Meeting; 2nd SATURDAY, 9 AM, Buffalo Central Office 
~ Feb 15,Treatment Facilities Committee, 3rd-MONDAY, 6 PM, Buffalo Central Office, 681 Seneca Street. 
Please, if you or your group is taking a meeting into a treatment facility, could you please send a rep to this meet-
ing? 
~ Feb. 18, 2016 Convention Committee Meeting, 3rd Thursday, 6 PM, The Hope Center, 781 Maple, Amherst 
14221. 
~ Feb 20, Special Needs Committee Meeting, 3rd-SATURDAY, 3:30PM, Buffalo Central Office, 681 Seneca St. 
~ Feb 21,,Corrections Committee Meeting, 3rd-SUNDAY, 6:00 PM, Buffalo Central Office, 681 Seneca St. 
~ Mar 5, General Service Assembly, SATURDAY ,12 Noon., Infant of Prague School, 921 Cleveland Drive, 
Cheektowaga 14225. 

Support AA through the Envelope System: 
This is another way to help carry the AA message by making a personal donation. Please call Central Office for more details; 853-0388 

February 2016 
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COMING EVENTS 
~ Feb 13, Any Age Blizzard Ball, $12 in advance, $14 at the door. Doors will open at 6 PM, din-
ner at 6:30 PM, Speaker at 7:30 PM, followed by dancing until midnight. 
~ Feb 19-21, Men of AA Spiritual Retreat, St. Columbian Center. Registration;$140.00 

~ Feb. 26- 28, Women's Farewell Retreat; St. Columban Center, 6894 Lakeshore Rd., Derby, 
NY. Registration $155 (room and meals). More rooms have been opened up to us! Come join 
other beautiful women of AA celebrate sobriety in this beautiful lakeside mansion!!  
~ Mar 18-20, Cataract City Convention, Sheraton Inn at the Falls, 300 Third St., NF, 14305. Reg-
istration &20, Plus Dinner, $55.Flyer on the website. 
~ Mar 20, Serenity Group 53rd Anniversary Breakfast, 9:00 am, Saturn Club, 977 Delaware 
Ave, Buffalo 14209., Amherst, NY 14228.  Breakfast Served 9:30 am. Speaker; 11:00 am. $15.00 
per ticket, Pre-Sale Tickets only. The speaker portion of the breakfast/ meeting is open after 
11:00 am . 
~ Apr. 30, Women of AA Spiritual Day Of Sharing, St. Columban Center, 6894 Lakeshore Rd., 
Derby, NY. Registration $55. Flyer in this mailing. 
 

 
Yours in the Fellowship of the Spirit…Terry B.…. Executive Secretary 

  
FEBRUARY FAREWELL RETREAT:  Feb 26-28 - the Saint Columban Center (Derby, NY) is closing for good as of May 

31 (sold to a private developer). Speakers, groups, spiritual advisors & lots of food, fun & fellowship. A limited number of ser-

vice scholarships will be available based on donations. Home groups encouraged to sponsor a scholarship for a group member. 

Cost: $155 (inc. meals & lodging). Registration form on Buffalo AA website under events/ or available via e-mail. Mail back 

ASAP to be included in this special event!! Contact person: Marilyn 799-4094/ retreatnewsaa@gmail.com. 

2nd STEP: “Came to believe that a power greater than ourselves could restore us to sanity.” 

2nd TRADITION: “ For our group purpose there is but one ultimate authority- a loving God as He 

may express Himself in our group conscience. Our leaders are but trusted servants; they do not 

govern.” 

2nd CONCEPT: To insure effective leadership, we should endow each element of AA- the 
Conference, the General Service Board and its service corporations, staff, committees, 

and executives- with a traditional “Right of Decision.” 

 

mailto:retreatnewsaa@gmail.com
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Central Committee Minutes January 3, 2016 
 

The meeting was opened promptly at 7pm by Zach F with the responsibility statement followed by a moment of silence and the Serenity Prayer. Sue 

B. (Tuesday Women’s) read the AA Preamble, Tina (Step Action) read What is Central Committee,  Justin (South Buffalo) read the 12 Traditions. 

Debi (Iron Horse) gave a wonderful dissertation on the First Tradition. Next month Greg (How It Works) will discuss the Second Tradition.  

There were  25 groups represented: Zone 1 – Set Aside; Zone 2 – Acceptance, How It Works, Questions and Answers, Renaissance, Step Action, 3 

Legacies, Depth & Weight; Zone 3 – Buffalo, Courage, Iron Horse, South Buffalo, Thruway, Tuesday Women’s Discussion, Buffalo Creek; Zone 4 

– OP Step; Zone 5 – Lockport Big Book, Lockport #1, Twin Cities; Zone 6 – Carrying the Message, Willing to Grow; Zone 7 – Fresh Start; Zone 8 – 

Amherst Snyder, Williamsville, Women Making the Effort 

The minutes from last month were accepted by motion brought by Joan D. and 2nd by Brian (3 Legacies) 

Committee Reports: 

Envelope System – We had $737 in donations this month for a total of $6,972 year to date. Last year we received $625 in donations and $7,150 year 

to date. Comparatively speaking, we only lost $178 year to date, which I feel is good considering we lost 4 donors through their passing, relocation, 

or poor health. I would like to thank everyone who has donated this year through the envelope system. Please keep in mind this is a tax-deductible 

donation and it helps support the Central Office which in turn supports you. Please remember to announce this donation opportunity at your home 

group. Hopefully this function will seamlessly transfer into the capable hands of our executive secretary.  

 

Steering Committee – There was no quorum thus no business was conducted at the last meeting.  

Financial - December 2015:  Amounts rounded to the nearest $1.00 except balances.  Thank you to the groups supporting WNY AA!  Total Income:  

$10,186.  Of that, Literature Sales were $4,759.  Group contributions were $3,912.  Total Expenses:  $12,041.  Monthly Net:  Negative $1,855.  As-

set Account Balances:  Checking Account:  $16,033.27.  Petty Cash:  $3,000.  Prudent Reserve:  $28,137.84 with interest of $0.48.  Inventory:  

$13,226.06, with purchases in December of $3,208.  Corrections Committee:  Balance is $1,928.45.  Contributions were $254 and expenses were $3.  

Treatment Committee:  Balance is $655.60.  Contributions were $229 & expenses were $563.  Group Accounts Receivable:  Balance is $200.81 

from 3 groups.  Of that, 2 with $133.47 are current to 30 days, 1 with $61.34 is over 30 days.  Year End 2015 & 2014 for comparison:  (Amounts 

rounded to the nearest thousand for the rest of the report).  Total Income was $107,000; in 2014 it was $120,000.  Literature sales were $46,000; in 

2014 it was $43,000.  Group contributions were $47,000; in 2014 it was 54,000.  Expenses were $121,000; in 2014 it was $113,000.  Net for the year 

was negative $14,000; in 2014 it was a positive $7,000.  Observation:  Every expense for Central Committee has increased except for the 4 line items 

that essentially stayed the same.  Those increases in 2015 were accompanied by a corresponding decrease in group contributions, which resulted in 

the $14,000 loss this year.  If the 2014 convention did not contribute almost $10,000 in 2014, we would be looking at a negative net at the end of the 

past two years.  On the other hand, remember we have a $30,000 Prudent Reserve and $16,000 in the main operations checking account.  It is not 

time to call the fire department yet — but I would say there are some embers that should be watched in the future.  Respectfully Submitted, Chip R, 

Lighten Up Group 

Treatment - The treatment committee is currently responsible for bringing the hand of Alcoholics Anonymous into 5 facilities. With the help of 30+ 

groups, there are collectively 9 "tfc meetings" a week going on at these facilities.  

At our last meeting members were voted into yearly jobs, most notably Bobby B. from Williamsville group as our new co-chair. 13 members and 8 

groups represented. We are currently discussing what pamphlets to provide at our meetings and will be voting on that at our next meeting. 

Outside of joining our committee, there are a few areas where AA members, and groups, can be of service through treatment. 

1. Individuals may take a speaking commitment at Horizon Village Terrace House on a Thursday at 6pm. 

2. There are three open weeks available for groups to take a commitment at Renaissance House on Wednesday at 8. This is a men’s meeting. 

3. All groups who currently have commitments through the Treatment Committee can, and should, send a representative to our monthly committee 

meeting to inform us about anything more we could be doing to be of service to them, and also to allow us to inform their groups, through them, 

about anything pertinent to their continued Twelfth step work through TFC. Thank you to all groups and individuals who are involved in this vital 

12th step work.    To get involved or if there are any issues you need to contact us about please email us at buffalotfc@gmail.com, or at our monthly 

meeting the 3rd Monday of the month 1/18/16 6pm at Central Office. 

Corrections - Over the last month the committee has continued to develop a informational presentation which is to be given to individual groups at 

their business meeting. We are hoping that in doing this we will become more visible as a committee and gather more participants for county and 

state facilities.  There is a great need and little service especially for state facilities. At the moment we have about 5 people who are cleared and ac-

tively bringing meetings into the state  facilities which includes Wende, Collins and Gowanda.  Getting clearance is now a little bit faster and easier 

through the use of online applications. We can email any AA member a copy of the blank application which can be filled out electronically and 

emailed back to the committee.  Also, the committee is continuing to work with the Area 50 chair as he attempts to coordinate with all four Inter-

groups in Area 50 

Night Watch – No report 

Central Office - TOTAL CALL's INCLUDING AFTER-HOURS ;AA Call's: 516, 12-STEP: 5,ALANON: 8,VISITORS: 127,VOLUNTEERS: 4, 

Email's:252 ,Website Hit's; 90,896/ of them 6,364 Unique Visitors, Total number of visits:14,689; GROUPS WE ARE IN NEED OFCONTACTS 

FROM ARE: CORNPLANTERS AGAIN 1, LOCKPORT TUESDAY AFTERNOON-5, Women In Sobriety-5, WILSON SMITH UNIVERSITY 

ALUMNI -6,Number of forms received to add to our 12th Step List: 0Reminder ; Please write separate checks for Central Office, Treatment & Cor-

rections contributions. 

PIC – No Report 

Current Convention – Our first meeting on 12/17/15 was attended by 6 people representing registration, greeters, graphics/art, hospitality, and my-

self as chair. Discussed and agreed upon was the theme and program design, also the reconfiguration of the registration tables, coffee, and hospital-

ity. These decisions will be based upon the hotel’s requirements. Our second meeting will be at the hope center, 781 maple at Forest on Thursday, 

1/21/2016 at 6pm. Please mention this at your home group. Anyone interested in being on the convention committee is welcomed. There are still 

positions to be filled, please attend as your input is needed and appreciated.  

Ad Hoc 

GSA Liaison – There has not been a GSA meeting as of yet. The next meeting is Saturday, January 9.  

mailto:buffalotfc@gmail.com
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(Central Committee Minutes Continued… ) 

Archives - We thank you for the honor and privilege of serving you this past month. In December we have attended and/or reported just 
2 of the 4 intergroups within Area 50. We attended the Cataract City Spring Convention planning meeting in Niagara Falls. Per 
weather, archives committee had one work nights on Monday, instead of the 2nd& 4th Monday work nights. We look forward to the 
whole new world that has been created for General Service meeting on Saturday January 9th. 
 
In December, we displayed at the Main & High Christmas Vigil on December 8th with over a hundred people. We look forward to dis-
plays at Lakeshore Group on February 29th and the NY-Penn Day of Sharing in Alleghany on Feb 27th. 
 
Reminder to Committee Members that the next Archives Breakfast on Saturday, April 30, 2016 with former Akron Archivist Gail L. doing 
her presentation will sell out fast. Pre-flyers are out for posting on webs all around the area, tickets will be out in February. Please con-
tact me if there’s a change in who will be selling for your area and as always THANK YOU for your service toward this only archives 
event in our area. 
 
Our Oral Histories Workshop at the Buffalo Intergroup office at 6pm on Monday December 14th was a detailed history given by our 
wonderful volunteered long-timer. If you are or know of someone who is interested in the stories of those whose recovery has helped 
shape this area, please know you are welcome to join us on the second Saturday of each month for your very needed input and possi-
bilities. I have sample oral history questions I'll leave on the table for anyone interested.  
 
We had donations in December from Women Making the Effort group, By The Wayside group, As Bill Sees It and Ironhorse! Please 
note we are a financially autonomous committee with our only resources being group contributions and special events. We receive NO 
funding from ANY unorganized part of AA for ANYTHING. We rely upon your group and/or individual support to fund our archival work, 
pay rent for the repository, and participate in archival activities. Note that no funds are used to get members to events and each mem-
ber pays their own way into events except out of area issues – donations are used ONLY for rent and archival efforts as approved by 
the entire committee and are protected by the multi-signature checking account. Please send any contributions to: Area 50 Archives 
Committee, c/o Buffalo Central Office, 681 Seneca Street, Buffalo, NY 14210. We thank you for your continuing support. We would 
love to see you at our monthly committee meetings the 2nd Saturday of each month at 9am at the Buffalo Central Committee office! 
Your higher power may show you a way you can help that we’ve never realized, as has happened many times – so please consider 
attending if your sobriety is the gift mine has been. 
 
Regarding our meeting in print - Morganville Group is in the December Grapevine! Thank you to our amazing people who know how to 
help! Please pass the word to help archives know when there’s a local contribution to this magazine. 
 
Archives displays for your group anniversary or special event with hopefully a 30 day minimum advanced notification are GREAT!!!! 
Sharing the history of AA crucial and capturing the interest of our primary purpose at YOUR MEETING may assist your PRIMARY 
PURPOSE efforts more than you can know. And the usual reminder to all AA members of these 8 counties of Western New York – 
throw NOTHING group-related away without considering your archives committee and your unborn alcoholics to come. 
Special Needs – What I would like to do this year is to reach our deaf community and members that have a hard time hearing speakers at events and 

at tables. First our deaf members, I’m looking for members that are familiar with American Sign Language would be willing to sign at their home 

group. Now our members who are hard of hearing or lip read. These members need to be seated if possible near and in front of podium. At tables 

they either need to see the speaker. AA member, if they lip read or AA speaker at a table needs to talk a little louder so they can hear the message 

being given at the meeting. If you are familiar with ASL or have other questions please contact me through the Buffalo Central Office.  

 

Recap 

There was a question for the Treatment Chair, regarding home group sponsorship which was answered by the chair and the details of which were 

contained in the original report. The same was true of a question as to the date of the next convention committee meeting. Mercifully this was a very 

short recap.  

Old Business 

There were representatives from both zones (3 and 7) that don’t currently have steering committee reps, though no one stood for those positions.  

The vote to dissolve the position of Envelope Committee Chair was brought to the floor. There was much discussion, all of it civil and reasoned. The 

position of the pro group, was that the duties of the chair at present involve primarily clerical work that would be better undertaken by the Executive 

Secretary. However the point of view brought by the opposed group was that the job of the Envelope Chair is more than the clerical aspect, and in-

cludes carrying the envelope committee message to the group level.  There was  a motion brought to table the vote until next month so that groups 

can have more time to digest. The motion was brought by Pat and seconded by Tina. The vote was 22 for none against and 1 abstention. So once 

again this will be discussed next month, I’m sure with similar vim and vigor.  

New Business 

Pat (Questions and Answers) brought to put the following message in the New Frontiers: “ Support AA through the Envelope System: This is an-

other way to help pass the AA Message by making a personal donation. Call Central Office #853-0388 to use a credit card, or send a check (AA 

Central Office) to 681 Seneca St. Buffalo, NY 14210.” It was decided that this does not need to be brought to vote but should be worked out between 

Terri and Pat. It was then brought up that the position of Envelope Chair is currently open, after much laughter and raucous guffaws, Pat was voted 

in as the Envelope Chair. Hopefully this contentious service position will be resolved and I can stop writing about it.  

A motion to close was brought by Tina, seconded by Dennis D.  
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Intergroup wants to express our appreciation for 
those groups and individuals who have made generous 
financial contributions, and give a special thank you to 

all the members who have volunteered their time this 
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Tradition Two: For our group purpose 

there is but one ultimate authority—a lov-

ing GOD as HE may express Himself in 

our group conscience. Our leaders are 

but trusted servants; they do not govern. 

 Do I criticize or do I trust and sup-

port my group officers, AA committees, 

and office workers? Newcomers? Old-
timers? 

 Am I absolutely trustworthy, even 

in secret, with AA Twelfth Step jobs or 
other AA responsibility? 

 Do I look for credit in my AA jobs? 

Praise for my AA ideas? 

 Do I have to save face in group dis-

cussion, or can I yield in good spirit to 
the group conscience and work cheer-

fully along with it? 

 Although I have been sober a few 

years, am I willing to serve my turn at 

AA chores? 

 In group discussions, do I sound off 

about matters on which I have no ex-

perience and little knowledge? 
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