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Anonymous Giving 
Tradition Seven 

 When I was new to AA, Tradition Seven seemed very straightforward. The meetings I attended had 

refreshments and literature available, and it made sense to me to pass a basket to pay for these things. I at-

tended the meetings and ate the refreshments, and it was only fair that I should help pay for them. 

 When I learned more about AA, I understood the importance of being self-supporting. In this way AA 

could be independent and not controlled by grants or gifts. No one could place restrictions on who could be 

helped or in what way that help should be given. No group, individual, or organization could cut off the 

funding. I really thought I understood Tradition Seven. 

 At some point I realized that although my earlier thoughts regarding Tradition Seven had validity, 

they were just a part of the truth. I'd missed the more important point--that this Tradition was about responsi-

bility, my responsibility as an individual and the responsibility of the Fellowship as a whole. I'd been imma-

ture and irresponsible and so this was an important lesson in living for me. Now, surely I knew what Tradi-

tion Seven was really about. 

 Today I have a different idea regarding Tradition Seven. At this point in my journey along the road of 

happy destiny, I think Tradition Seven is about giving. 

 During my drinking years I thought I was a generous person. What I didn't realize was that whenever 

I gave time, money, attention, or things, it was always with the thought of what I would receive in return, 

like admiration or attention or support. I wanted other people to like me, or at least tolerate me. If I did 

enough for them, they might even take care of me. When there was absolutely nothing I could get in return, I 

cherished my own self-righteous feeling of superiority. 

 Giving through the Seventh Tradition was a completely new experience, because it was anonymous 

giving. No one knows what I give or even whether I've given at all. No attention is paid to what each individ-

ual gives, only to whether the overall amount is sufficient for the needs of the group. This was my first ex-

perience of giving without thought of reward. Substantial individual gifts are not discouraged in AA: they are 

refused. 

 My experience with this Tradition parallels my experience with all of the Steps and Traditions--my 

understanding broadens and deepens with time and with my experience in trying to apply these principles. I 

eagerly await the next level of understanding which will be revealed. 
 

- Mickey H.; Springville, Utah 

Reprinted w/permission of the Grapevine 
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A Decision of the Heart 

 

As long as I can remember, I have always had a problem with authority figures, rules and regulations. All through school 

I was an honor student, but my behavior was rebellious. I was always debating with the teachers. I was in the discipline office 

regularly, was constantly on detention, cutting classes to hang out with the people who were selling drugs, and I didn’t care a 

thing about school. I would cut classes sometimes three times in a week, and still make an “A” on the test at the end of the 

week—that’s what they call “being too smart for your own good.” 

I have loved fashion all of my life, and I would see the females who were four or five years older than myself. They were 

always dressed sharp, wearing reptile shoes, with colored hair and short skirts. They were riding with older guys in fancy cars. I was 

instantly drawn to those types of people who would later on become the boosters, prostitutes, pimps and players, and drug deal-

ers. I called that type of life “living on the dark side.” 

I didn’t complete college. I dropped out after two years, and went to the dark side. I started drinking excessively, using 

various types of drugs, and committing all sorts of crimes. Eventually I was sentenced to jail time. What a place to end up, for a 

person who didn’t like authority, rules and regulations! 

I came from a very supportive family and was raised with good morals and values, and that became a conflict inside of 

me. As my drinking and drug addiction advanced, so did my criminal activity. I moved to several different states doing the 

same things around the same sort of people. This went on for thirty-five years. It’s only because of God that I am still alive and 

in one piece, with some sort of sanity. 

I have been in and out of treatment centers throughout this time, but I did not start to recover until I moved here to 

Minnesota in 2006. Then, I started making meetings regularly, got a sponsor, and started working the Steps and taking sugges-

tions. When I got to the Fourth Step, I realized that all I had ever wanted in life was to have a nice home, a husband and children. 

But, in my neighborhood that was considered to be “square.” I had been afraid of being who I wanted to be. When I reached 

Step Six, I remained there for an entire year. I hadn’t realized how many defects I had. But, I was ready to do this work, because I 

truly wanted to be a better person. Now, I had no more fear or reservations. I had reached Step Seven. 

Some of my defects didn’t show themselves until I got sober. I feel that God put those defects there for a reason. The 

life-threatening situations I got myself into when I was out there — I must admit, sometimes my defects save my life. I don’t feel 

they will be removed, but by me continuing to work the Steps, I can keep them arrested. 

Today, the simple things in life have a great fulfillment for me. I am now living the Steps, and I am no longer afraid to be 

me..                                                                                                      Angela S., Midway Lifeline; July 2011 

Buffalo Central Office  

Needs 

Support 

!!!ATTENTION !!! 

Our monthly  

Central Committee 

meeting is moving starting  

July10th to:  

 St. Michael’s Parish 

   651 Washington Street 

           Buffalo, NY 14203 

The second-to-last paragraph of Step Seven in the “Twelve 

and Twelve” was the wake-up call I needed as I reluctantly began 

my first journey through the Steps. Finally, I had found, in one sen-

tence, the sum total of my active alcoholic life: “the chief activator 

of our defects has been self-centered fear—primarily fear that we 

would lose something we already possessed or would fail to get 

something we demanded.” 

From the day I picked up my first drink, continuing through 

early sobriety, fear ruled my life twenty-four hours a day. To discover 

that my fears were based on the selfish notion that I deserved the 

best that life could give me—all the while trampling on other peo-

ples’ rights and feeling—saved my sanity and life. I realized that the 

fear of losing people, places, or things was not only a waste of time; it 

caused a multitude of resentments. 

My life is far from perfect, of course, but after a few twenty-

four hours of sobriety and freedom from fear, I have hope and grati-

tude. When I remember to work the program daily, I am able to re-

place fear with hope. 
- James G., Warwick, RI 

Reprinted from Step By Step—Real AAs, Real Recovery, pg. 80, with 

permission of The Grapevine, Inc. 

Step Seven: Humbly asked Him to remove our shortcomings. 

FREEDOM FROM FEAR 
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Share your Experience, Strength and Hope 

Please submit your announcements by the 12th  

for next month’s issue 

Articles can be submitted at any time 
 

e-mail address:  buffaloaa@hotmail.com 
 

or mail to: 

Buffalo Central Office 

681 Seneca St (lower) 

Buffalo, New York  14210 
 

The Central Office of Western New York publishes the New Frontiers monthly.  We are supported 
by your subscriptions and Central Office donations.  The New Frontiers presents the experience and 

opinions of members of Alcoholics Anonymous on the disease of alcoholism.  The staff reserves the 

right to edit any article for clarity and length.  Articles will not be returned.  Opinions expressed 
here are not those of Alcoholics Anonymous as a whole, nor does publication of any article imply 

the endorsement by the Central Office of Western New York or Alcoholics Anonymous.  

(Exceptions: quotations from “Alcoholics Anonymous”, “Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions” and 
other A.A. books and pamphlets are reprinted with permission of A.A. World Services, Inc.  Arti-

cles reprinted with permission of A.A. Grapevine, Inc. are subject to Grapevine copyright.) 

 

 
 

IN MEMORIAM 

Things We Can Not Change 

To all of our members who have lost family and loved ones 

Norm K.~31years~ Sunday Morning Breakfast 

Minnie C.~ Gardenville Group? 

Donna E.~ Tuesday Women’s Group? 

 Our thoughts and prayers are with you  

Heard @ a Meeting 

"We will still have daydreams ... But they 

will be constructive dreams, rather than 

mere flights of fancy."  
New York, N.Y., August 1948 

 "Those Depressions-Make Them Work for Good!", Best of the Grapevine, 

  This week your regularly scheduled program has been cancelled due to technical difficulties our writer would rather I not go into, or ask about, or whine about, so this message is 

just from me, Lila M., your archives committee chair for General Service Area 50 also known as these 8 counties of Western New York I am so grateful to call home.  

This content might be a bit off topic to some, but since I am often asked about it what archives is and does with what organization, I’m going to share about it here. If this agitates 
you, please consult your sponsor.  

The archives committee service efforts have saved me, an average drunk, countless times because there’s ALWAYS something I can do to help in some way – and the archives 

committee members both currently and ones who have left have shown such inconceivable patience with me. They’ve explained things over and over and never told me I should 

remember it, which my alcohol damaged brain has a problem with. They’ve been there as I’ve been shown that the more I release the love I believe I deserve, the more love I 

could never have comprehended to ask for arrives. Through archives service I have gained friends on both the local “boots on the ground” Intergroup/Central Office level as well 

as the communication/organizational branch of General Service because they are all intricately interwoven. Truly, as a woman who cannot remember the need for bread for FOUR 

days, the fact that I understand how we function amazes me. Being able to give the history of their homegroup to an interested member is just as mind-boggling. And that because 

there’s no archives right now at any of the 4 intergroup offices, we handle the archives for the entire area.  
This is what our Alcoholics Anonymous Service Manual says archives is about:  

The main purpose of the Archives consistent with AA's primary purpose to keep the record straight so that myth does not predominate over fact as to the history of the Fellowship. 

The function of the archives is to give the Fellowship a sense of its own past and an opportunity to study it. There exists considerable interest also in the outside community 

among such people as sociologists, historians and other professionals who want to find out what A.A is all about and how it started.   

We collect our local history and encourage groups to be current, as we forward group histories taken locally to G.S.O. every time we get one. And one of the main things that 

blows my mind is that my tiny part of this effort is part of a form I found that I’ll finish this article by listing the data on it, all of which I didn’t know or suspect is part of the A.A. 

at all until I found someone who loved me enough to tell me that to work the program of Alcoholics Anonymous I had to be of service to others, seek my Higher Power in all 

things and clean house by working the steps every day with at Least as much effort as I put into getting drunk.  
This is what we, every Alcoholics Anonymous member, do with the Seventh Tradition funds we put into the basket, by donating to General Service Office in New York City per 

form is:  http://www.aa.org/assets/en_US/f-203_en_seventhtraditionsfactsheet.pdf 

 

  When you or your home group contributes to the General Service Office (G.S.O.) your contribution helps an alcoholic around the corner or around the world. Here 

are some of the ways that happens:  

The G.S.O. Publishing Department has coordinated translations of the Big Book into 68 languages and translations of other A.A. literature in more than 80 languages. Further 

translations are constantly in process.  
Each year G.S.O. staff respond to over 90,000 emails, letters and phone calls from A.A. members, suffering alcoholics, professionals, students, the press and others interested in 

A.A. Thus accurate and consistent information about A.A. is provided. 

Staff communications often help someone find local A.A. meetings, link members in service, and support the start of A.A. in countries where they are no A.A. meetings.  

G.S.O. maintains and updates the aa.org website that averages over 30,000 visits per day. The website also provides information about A.A., including how to find A.A. in their 

community, and provides help to members and those seeking help with their drinking problem, as well as to families and friends of problem drinkers, and professionals.  

G.S.O.’s Publishing Department publishes and distributes all A.A. Conference-approved literature. Approximately 8 million books, pamphlets, video and audio products are 

distributed annually. Some of this literature is specifically designed for sight- or hearing-impaired members. Box 4-5-9, news and notes from G.S.O., is published four times 

a year in English, French and Spanish. 
G.S.O. coordinates the Loners-Internationalists Meeting Correspondence Service (LIM), which is often the only link to A.A. for many A.A. members in remote areas, homebound 

or deployed in active military service.  

The Corrections coordinator at G.S.O. responds to over 6,500 letters a year, primarily from incarcerated alcoholics. Letters often request literature and many express gratitude for 

a Big Book supplied or link to an outside member who can take a soon-to-be released alcoholics to his or first meeting on the outside.  

G.S.O.’s Corrections staff member also coordinates a Corrections Correspondence Service (CCS), which each year connects over 1,000 alcoholics behind the walls with outside 

members in order to share A.A. recovery by mail. Sharing From Behind the Walls, containing excerpts from inmate letters to G.S.O., is printed four times a year.  

The G.S.O. Treatment/Special Needs-Accessibilities desk responds to letters and communications from residents or patients in treatment centers and connects them 7 
G.S.O.’s Archives documents the activities of Alcoholics Anonymous for the future and makes the history of the Fellowship accessible to A.A. members and other researchers. 

Each year the Archives staff responds to over 1,500 requests for information and research. Markings: Your Archives eNewletter, an electronic newsletter, is published three 

times a year.  

 

 Thank you for allowing me to be of service – and remember to not throw anything AA related away without considering your archives committee and the unborn 

alcoholics yet to come. Please make sure the history of your group is accurate – of that it even exists! We do not know exactly what future A.A. members will be needing, but 

we’re making the effort to try to keep what they will find necessary. Your help is NECESSARY! Yours in service,  

Lila M. 

7th STEP; “Were entirely ready to have God remove all these defects of character.”  

http://www.aa.org/assets/en_US/f-203_en_seventhtraditionsfactsheet.pdf
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 New Group; Beacon Of Hope, Lakeshore Behavior Health, 254 Franklin St. Buffalo, 14202 (Upstairs) Tuesday's at 

1:15 PM. Open Meeting 

 Feelings Group; Wed.7:30 Pm, NO LONGER MEETS. First Presbyterian Church, 149 Broad St., Tonawanda. 

 New Group; Twelve & Twelve, Tuesday's, 8:00 PM. St. Joseph's School, Rear door, 2nd Floor, Gowanda, 14070. 

Open Meeting 

 Lockview Group will be moving across the street on Friday's to the same location they meet on Monday's. United 

Church of Christ Church, 98 East Ave, Lockport 14094. 

 If He Were Sought now meets Tuesday, Thursday, & Saturday's, 10PM, Never Alone Club, 1864 Seneca St., 

Bflo South, 14210.Open Discussion. 

 New Group; More Friends of Bill W.; Friday 6:30 AM. WNY Counseling, 388 Evans St, Williamsville, 14221. Open 

Discussion. 

 New Group; All Is Well, Saturday, 10:30 AM. Fellowship Wesleyan Church, 1645 Southwestern Blvd, (Across from 

YMCA) West Seneca, 14224. Open Discussion. 

 Through the end of September 2016, Sunday Morning Breakfast Group will not be meeting at Cheektowaga 

Town Park. We will instead be meeting at the Alexander Community Center, 275 Alexander, Cheektowaga. The 
building is diagonally across the back area from the current meeting. The meeting will continue to meet from 11AM-
Noon. 

 Angola Early Birds will no longer Meet on Mondays, Thursday’s will continue to meet. Most Precious Blood 

Church, 192 Prospect St. (off Lake St.) 14006 

July 2016 

MEETING CHANGES 

~ Jul 6,, Steering Committee; WEDNESDAY, 6:00 PM, Buffalo Central Office 
~ Jul 9, Archives Committee Meeting; 2nd SATURDAY, 9 AM, Buffalo Central Office 
~ Jul 10, Central Committee Meeting, SUNDAY, 7:00 PM, St. Michael's Parish, 651 Washington St., Buffalo 14203 
~ Jul 10, Public Information Committee meeting, SUNDAY, 5:30 PM, St. Michael's Parish, 651 Washington St., Buffalo 
14203 
~ Jul 10,Corrections Committee Meeting, SUNDAY, 5:30 PM, St. Michael's Parish, 651 Washington St., Buffalo 14203 
~ Jul 10,Treatment Facilities Committee, SUNDAY, 5:30 PM, St. Michael's Parish, 651 Washington St., Buffalo 14203 
~ Jul 21, Convention Committee Meeting, 3rd Thursday, 6 PM, The Hope Center, 781 Maple, Amherst 14221. 
~ Aug 13, General Service Assembly, SATURDAY ,12 Noon 6154 E. Morganville Rd., Stafford, NY 14143 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES; COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Support AA through the Envelope System: 
This is another way to help carry the AA message by making a personal donation.  

Please call Central Office for more details; 853-0388 
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~ Jul 15-17, Men's Retreat; "A Vision For You", Christ the King Seminary, 711 Knox Rd, East Aurora, 
14052. Speakers, Meetings, Food, Accommodations, Fellowship, Prayer, Sharing, Awesome Conversa-
tions! Registration Fee: $140.00. Registration Forms are on the website under "Events"; 
www.buffaloaany.org. 
~ July 16, 4th Step Workshop, presented by John E. from Baltimore MD., hosted by Depth and Weight . 
9 am-12:30 pm. Kenilworth United Church of Christ, 45 Dalton Drive, Buffalo, 14223. 
~ July 16, Main & High Day of Sharing, "A Day of Sharing of Alcoholics Anonymous". 9:30- 3:45PM. 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 1080 Main Street, Buffalo (across from Anchor Bar) Registration; $6.00, 
Alateen $5. 50/50, Hot Meal & Refreshments. 
~ Jul 29-31, NYS Informational Workshop, The Campus of Canisus College, 2001 Main St., Buffalo, NY 
14208. Information & Flyer on website. 

~ Jul 30; Easy Does It Group Aannual Picnic@ Lincoln Park, Shelter 2. Meeting with anniversaries and 

an out-of-town speaker at 10:00 followed by a cookout, games, fellowship and fun. 
~ Sept 30- Oct 2, Women of AA Annual Fall Spiritual Weekend at Stella Niagara - Lewiston.  Come for 
a weekend to share sobriety with fellow recovering AA women through speakers, small groups, spiritual 
advisors and meditation. Information & Flyer on website. 
~ Oct. 14-16, 75th Buffalo Fall Convention, Adam's Mark Hotel. 120 Church St, Buffalo, 14202. Info & 
flyers coming soon on the website; www.buffaloaany.org  (under Events) 

7th STEP: “Humbly asked Him to remove our shortcomings.” 

7th TRADITION: “Every A.A. group ought to be fully self-supporting, declining outside contributions.” 

7
th

 CONCEPT; The Charter and Bylaws of the General Service Board are legal instruments, empowering the 

trustees to manage and conduct world service affairs. The Conference Charter is not a legal document; it relies 

upon tradition and the A.A. purse for final effectiveness. 

COMING EVENTS 

Yours in the Fellowship of the Spirit…Terry B.…. Executive Secretary 

http://www.buffaloaany.org
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Central Committee Minutes June 5th, 2016 

The meeting was opened at 7pm with the responsibility statement followed by a moment of silence and then the Serenity Prayer. The AA Preamble was read 

by Mark, the Purpose of Central Committee was read by Theresa, and the twelve traditions were read by Kristine. Jesse S gave a wonderful dissertation of the 

6th tradition, next month the 7th Tradition will be discussed by: Jill N  

Joan D motioned to accept last month’s minutes, seconded by Brian.  

There were 30 home groups represented: Zone 1: Man & High; Zone 2: Acceptance, Depth & Weight, How it Works, Questions & Answers, Renaissance, 

Spiritual Progress, Step Action, Three Legacies; Zone 3: Buffalo, Courage, Matt Talbot, New Life, South Buffalo, Thruway, Tuesday Women’s; Zone 4: 

Action, Hillbilly, OP Step, Tuesday Men’s; Zone 5: Lock City, Lockport #1; Zone 6: Carrying the Message, Changing our Ways, Lakeshore, Sobriety Men’s 

Discussion; Zone 7: None Present; Zone 8: Achievement, East Amherst Traditions, Lighten-Up, Step it Up; 

Committee Reports: 

Envelope System: No written report 

Steering Committee:  

Finance: included in New Frontiers 

Treatment:  (Jesse S) ECMC- There is a new nurse manager of the rehab and detox. I will am currently working on setting up a meeting with her. PIC has 

missed a couple commitments and depth and weight has had to cover for them. Horizon Village Terrace House- Renaissance House- Working on a possible 

plan to start a new meeting there Salvation Army- Still working on establishing contact with the facility (I have no current plan to figure this out and could use 

suggestions) Terrace house report Bobby b. Williamsville-  going smooth. Into July.  ECMC coordinator reports.  Sunday Matt k Depth and Weight- need new 

contacts for easy does it.  Tuesday Tina F Step Action- giving group numbers.  Thursday John 3 Legs- no issues.  Salvation Army Robert Cheektowaga-    VA

- Andy C. - Old business  

giving group contacts? Easy does it contacts? 

Talk to randy about Salvation Army 

Talk to William about a reflections meeting 

Talk to nick turning point  

Go over presentation next month 

John has fifth Sunday detox 

Bobby has fifth Tuesday detox 

Corrections: (Kristine S) The Corrections Committee met last Month on May 15th. As I have reported previously, our committee has been working to de-

velop an informational presentation with the purpose of presenting to AA groups. Last month we finalized this presentation and are actively looking for 

groups to present to. This presentation gives information on what our committee does, how to apply and gain clearance for jail and prison meetings as well as 

information on other types of corrections service work such as corrections correspondence and prerelease. 

Our committee has also been working to build relationships with the administration of the facilities we serve. Last month we had a very successful meeting 

with Chief Evans from Alden. We were able to discuss the utilization of corrections correspondence and prerelease documents for AA inmates as well as 

outline proper procedure for bringing in literature.   

Our committee would love to come out and talk to you and your group about your service options in regards to corrections work. We have also acquired an 

email address so if you think of any questions or you go back to your group and they decide they would like more information please feel free to email us at 

buffaloaacorrections@gmail.com with your request and as always you can talk me after the meeting. 

Central Office: (Terry) Central Office Report; June 2016 

TOTAL CALL's INCLUDING AFTER-HOURS; AA Call's: 468, 12-STEP: 15, ALANON: 5, VISITORS: 122, VOLUNTEERS: 5, Email's:385, Website 

Hit's; 95,050/ of them 6,983 Unique Visitors, Total number of visits: 15,615; Number of forms received to add to our 12th Step List: 1 

GROUPS WE ARE IN NEED OF CONTACTS FROM ARE: A VISION FOR YOU-6. Reminder, if a group goes a year without a contact person, they will 

be removed from the schedule. 

• Again; if you sign up for updates through the website, a conformation will come from "Vertical Response". You must confirm your subscription to 

be activated. I can view the Inactive responses (there are several), but I cannot activate them...if you want to be on the email list you must confirm your re-

quest. 

Night Watch:  No Report 

PIC CPC:  No Report 

Current Convention: (Sue B) The convention will be held October 14-16, 2016 at the Adam’s Mark Hotel with free parking and unlimited coffee.   I’m 

looking forward to seeing everyone there. 

Our sixth meeting on May 19, 2016 was well attended and represented. 

The flyers are online and Terry has provided us with a 3 sheet registration form, also online at www.buffaloaany.org.  I do have print copies on hand tonight 

and they will be included in July’s mailing.   We do have the Square system set up for the day of the event, so we will be able to accept credit cards at the 

hotel.  We are also accepting credit cards on paper registration with a $2.00 convenience fee. There will be no fee the day of the event. 

The pricing change is as follows:  the earliest bird for the convention & dinner included is $50 postmarked by July 15, early bird is $55 postmarked by Au-

gust 15, and the price for August 16 through cut-off of September 30, 2016 is $60.  Also prepaid convention only is $20 and day of is $25, if available day of 

banquets will be $65.  We are hoping that the price break encourages people to register early.  

The entertainment committee is looking into live entertainment for Saturday evening following the banquet and a DJ on Friday evening.  We will have a 

photo booth on Saturday after the main speaker, through the generosity of a committee member. 

We will be selling sweatshirts and tee shirts as well as travel mugs and ceramic cups.  AA literature will also be available for sale.  Our 50/50 chair has come 

up with the idea of raffling off a set of books on Friday and Saturday evenings: a Big Book and 2 others, Ideal for the newcomers. 

DiCoBe will be with us again and they will provide the speaker CDs. 

Our seventh meeting will be at The Hope Center, 781 Maple at Forest on Thursday, June 16, 2016 at 6:00 pm.  Please mention these topics in your home 

groups. 

 

Archives: (Lila) we thank you for the honor and privilege of serving you this past month. We reported to all 3 intergroup within Area 50. We attended the 

April General Service Pre-Conference Assembly at Hope Center in Williamsville. 

The Archives Committee displayed at the May 7th anniversary of Blvd Helping Hands in Wheatfield. We look forward to displaying at the Grand Island’s 

Questions & Answers group anniversary (June 30), Buffalo’s Main & High Day of Sharing (July 16) Tonawanda’s Friends of Bill W. group anniversary 

(July 30), Olean’s 2016 Day of Learning by NY-Penn Intergroup (Sept23), the Orchard Park Step Group (Sept 27) and the Buffalo Fall Convention 

(Oct 14-16)!   
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(Central Committee Minutes Continued… ) 
Much THANKS to the wonderful wealth of helpers and all of the almost 300 wonderful attendees at the Archives Breakfast! We are grateful that getting an 

archives committee member to the AA Archives workshop will not be the financial hardship faced in prior years. Report on the outcome of this event will be 

coming in the next report and please accept my personal apologies for not fitting in the Memorial Mention segment.  

To Grapevine readers – if you see an article that’s local to us in these 8 counties of WNY, please forward it to me via email or text.  

We had May donations from Iron Horse, Blvd Helping Hands, Genesee Wyoming Intergroup and the Main & High groups! We are a financially autonomous 

committee with our only resources being group contributions and special events. We receive NO funding from any part of AA for ANYTHING, so we rely 

upon your group and/or individual support to fund our archival work, pay rent for the repository, and participate in archival activities. Note that no funds are 

used to get members to events and each member pays their own way into events except out of area issues – donations are used ONLY for rent and archival 

efforts as approved by the entire committee and are protected by the multi-signature checking account. Please send any contributions to the address which 

will be provided by your secretary. We thank you for your continuing support. 

Amazing incoming donations like our NY-Penn archives recording of both the “Big Meeting” of the first Alcoholics Anonymous International Convention in 

1950, as well as an “AA’s Three Legacies” talk by Bill in 1951 to MP3 audio files. We are thrilled to be part of the AA archiving efforts happening at this 

only intergroup archival activity taking place in all of Area 50’s western New York!  

In other shocking news, a recent Niagara Falls volunteer has become an active archives member who now records the CASSETTES that are now being do-

nated to archives (not yet accessing the thousands currently in the archives repository). If you have an interest in helping archives, even just providing carry-

ing help for displays or careful archival tasks, please let me know or come to the 2nd Saturday of each month committee meeting at 9:00 am in the office of 

the Buffalo Central Committee where we rent a room. Archives meet on the 2nd& 4th Mondays for work-nights, when we do some fascinating work. We also 

have conference calling abilities available – just ask! Also if you are not other receiving your free incredibly interesting newsletter on the history of AA 

called “Markings”, please subscribe on AA.ORG or if you don’t know how, please send your email address to us at ARCHIVES@AREA50WNY.ORG at 

your convenience. I’ve GOT YOU!  

Keep in mind that getting group histories OF YOUR GROUP is a priority, so if you don’t know what history has been ‘archived’ for your group, that infor-

mation is just an email away, and we are thrilled to help. Group histories are kept by the archives in New York City (General Service Office) but we have 

copies of what they have and of course will give that to you quickly. And if you are one of the few we don’t have, we’d be honored to get it for you! Please 

note though that the majority of ‘group history’ files I’ve seen these past 3 years have just a note regarding who was the first contact listed for the group, with 

no other information like the founders of the group, where it is located (no address of the meeting place) so updating that is usually an easy thing we are glad 

to assist your group with doing. We can send you a form and will forward it correctly for you at no cost whatsoever.  

Remember we appreciate a 30days in advance notice so we can bring the Archives displays for your group anniversary or special event! Your PRIMARY 

PURPOSE efforts may be assisted by this sharing the history of AA at YOUR MEETING more than you can know. And the usual reminder to all AA mem-

bers of these 8 counties of Western New York – throw NOTHING group-related away without considering your unborn alcoholics to come, which is the 

purpose we work hard at keeping our area documented and the reason for the existence of this ARCHIVES Committee.  

Accessibility:  (Pat M) Child care is working in NY-Penn. I hope we can do the same thing up here at our meeting. Are there members that attend your meet-

ing that speak a foreign language? Do you have a table for them? These are some ways that you could make your meetings more accessible to the alcoholic 

that is out there. You can reach me thru our GSA web page Special Needs.  

NYSIW: (Sean C) The website is up and accepting registrations, we have 9 registrants thus far and have a goal of 150. Links are up at Area 50 and Buffalo 

Intergroup. Outreach is the primary push right now. We met today at noon at St Johns Grace and will be meeting in two weeks on Sunday, June 19th at noon 

at St John’s Grace Church on Lafayette Ave. in Buffalo, NY.  

Recap: 

Finance – Kristine asked if Finance chair could clarify in regard to the contributions and expenses for Corrections. That was not resolved during the meeting.  

Corrections – Joan D asked what pre-release is. Kristine said that it would be best to have corrections come to your HG to speak about it, but gave a run 

down. It is someone who is getting out of jail soon but maybe they’re getting out of Alden but live in NYC and this program helps hook them up with AA 

locally.   

Old Business:  

Motion to change section 4.07 regarding the terminology covering the envelope system. Vote was 18 for, 5 opposed, and 4 abstained. Jill N (Depth & 

Weight) gave a minority opinion that her group voted to oppose because they wanted to keep the finances separate. Because this required a ¾ majority to 

change the bi-laws this motion was defeated. At this point there were several questions about further discussion, and then much urging from those that was 

initially for the bi-law change. At the end of the conversation no votes were changed and it remains defeated.  

 

Motion to change all references to Envelope System to “Gratitude Guardians” – a question was asked as to how they came up with the name. Kristine S stated 

that she didn’t like the new name because doesn’t feel that it better explains what the program is.  Vote was 15 for, 8 opposed, 3 abstentions. No one’s vote 

was changed. And the motion was defeated.  

 

Motion to have each committee meet, prior to the Central Committee meeting at its new location at St Michael’s Church at 5:30pm on the same day as Cen-

tral Committee. There was discussion as to whether this vote was necessary as it is up to the individual committees as to when they meet. 12 for, 6 against, 4 

abstentions.  

 

New Business: 

Steering Committee provided report on evaluation of the Executive Secretary, they stated that the ES has performed at an above average level the past year 

and has suggested a 2% pay increase. There was a motion to table which was defeated 5 for and 12 against. Vote by Paper Ballot was 19 for and 1 opposed so 

motion passed.  

 

Petition for a new group, All is Well at the Fellowship Wesleyan Church in West Seneca, NY meets Saturday’s at 10:30am. Vote was 18 for, 0 opposed, and 

1 abstention so they are in like Flynn.  

 

No one stood for Convention Co-Chair in 2017 from Zone 5, or actually no one had the sobriety requirements. No one stood for GSA Liaison.  

7th tradition was $68.10 

Motion to close was brought at 8:46 and seconded 
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Intergroup wants to express our appreciation for those groups 
and individuals who have made generous financial contributions, 

and give a special thank you to all the members who have  
volunteered their time this year to help the  

sick and suffering alcoholic.  

 

 Concept Vll: The Charter and Bylaws of the General Ser-

vice Board are legal instruments, empowering the trustees to 

manage and conduct world service affairs. The Conference 

Charter is not a legal document; it relies upon tradition and 

the A.A. purse for final effectiveness.  

 Do we act responsibly regarding the “power of the 

purse”?  

 • Do we realize that the practical and spiritual power of 

the Conference will nearly always be superior to the legal 

power of the G.S.B.?  
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Tradition Seven: Every AA group ought 

to be fully self-supporting, declining out-

side contributions.  

Honestly now, do I do all I can to help AA 

(my group, my central office, my GSO) re-

main self-supporting? Could I put a little 

more into the basket on behalf of the new 

guy who can’t afford it yet? How generous 

was I when tanked in a barroom? 

Should the Grapevine sell advertising 

space to book publishers and drug compa-

nies, so it could make a big profit and be-

come a bigger magazine, in full color, at a 

cheaper price per copy? 

If GSO runs short of funds some year, 

wouldn’t it be okay to let the government 

subsidize AA groups in hospitals and pris-

ons? 

Is it more important to get a big AA collec-

tion from a few people, or a smaller collec-

tion in which more members participate? 

Is a group treasurer’s report unimportant 

AA business? How does the treasurer feel 

about it? 

How important in my recovery is the feel-

ing of self-respect, rather than the feeling of 

being always under obligation for charity  
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