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THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE NEWSLETTER FOR ALL A.A. MEMBERS OF WESTERN NEW YORK AND THE NIAGARA FRONTIER 

Central Office is Moving!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will be loading up and moving to our new office on  

July 22, 2017(Second to last weekend in July) 

***Subject to change as details are not completely ironed out at print time. Please watch Facebook and 

Website for Updates!!!Is a chance we will have to be out by end of month depending on Current building! 

Our new space is located at 17 Gierlach, Sloan, NY  14212 

WE NEED HELP...BRING Your STRENGTH AN TRUCKS ...Can use everyone's help!!! 
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TRADITION SEVEN: “Every A.A. group ought to fully self- 

supporting, declining outside contributions”. 

My sponsor was a great deal like Dr. Bob, when talking and/or explaining any of the thirty-six precepts 
of A.A. He liked to show me, rather than tell me. And so it was with this Tradition. 

My first experience was my first group. The hat kept going around, but no mention of where the monies 
were going. When I queried Dick about this, he simply referred me back to the group, to ask whoever 
seemed to be in charge of taking the money. The answer was blunt; it goes to the club to take care of 
keeping this place open. Dick assured me that this was wrong, that there certainly should be rent paid, but 
there must also be monies left to send to the A.A. entities across the country. My inquiries did no good, so I 
was advised to stop putting money in the hat, and to send a check in the name of the group to those A.A. 
entities. Sooner, rather than later, some others got curious, and a true treasurer was elected, and the group 
became a genuine member of A.A. 

My sponsor was just starting a meeting when I got sober, and early on he told me that this was my 
Home Group, and that I was to contribute two dollars to the basket at my Home Group, and that one dollar 
would suffice at other meetings. He also told me that the two dollars was to be in the basket each week, 
whether I was there or not – since I wanted the meeting to be there the next week when I returned. 

My last Seventh Tradition experience was with my sponsor at a meeting. The basket came by, and the 
man to my left did not put anything in. Dick told me that the man did not want any, and we sent the basket on 
its way. Several days later, we were having coffee and I laughingly referred to the incident. I remarked that 
Dick must have been referring to the old days when members were told to put some in, or if they had no 
monies, to take some out. I was assured that was not what my sponsor had meant. My sponsor meant that 
the man did not want anything to do with “us”. Had he wanted to be a member, he would have shared in the 
contribution. Those incidents have stuck with me over the years, and I refer to them often, particularly when I 
was an Area Treasurer. 

CONCEPT SEVEN: “The Charter and Bylaws of the General Service Board are legal instruments, 
empowering the trustees to manage and conduct world service affairs. The Conference Charter is not a 
legal document; it relies upon tradition and the A.A. purse for final effectiveness.” 

The General Service Board does have the legal power to run A.A.’s corporations, that is, A.A World 
Services, Inc., (publishers of all A.A. literature) and The A.A. Grapevine, Inc. Although the General Service 
Conference is the highest spiritual authority in A.A., (as stated in Concept Two) the General Service Board is 
not legally bound to follow the motions approved by the General Service Conference. These motions are 
called “advisory actions” - they are recommendations to the General Service Board. Since the General 
Service Conference is only an advisory board, the Board could ignore the Conference recommendations, 
but it has proven much wiser for the Board to follow the suggestions. It has always done so. 

When the Conference ends their annual meeting, they send out their recommendations, and these are 
seen as directives from the A.A. groups. The ultimate power of the Conference is that the groups could stop 
thier financial support - the “power of the purse.” That in essence is all the power needed by  the Conference, 
as the Board has little choice but to implement the voice of the fellowship. 

Tom McM., Osseo Big Book 
Reprint w/permission; St. Paul Lifeline July 2011 
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Share your Experience, Strength and Hope 

Please submit your announcements by the 12th  

for next month’s issue 

Articles can be submitted at any time 
 

e-mail address:  buffaloaa@hotmail.com 
 

or mail to: 

Buffalo Central Office 

681 Seneca St (lower) 

Buffalo, New York  14210 
 

The Central Office of Western New York publishes the New Frontiers monthly.  We are supported 
by your subscriptions and Central Office donations.  The New Frontiers presents the experience and 

opinions of members of Alcoholics Anonymous on the disease of alcoholism.  The staff reserves the 

right to edit any article for clarity and length.  Articles will not be returned.  Opinions expressed 
here are not those of Alcoholics Anonymous as a whole, nor does publication of any article imply 

the endorsement by the Central Office of Western New York or Alcoholics Anonymous.  

(Exceptions: quotations from “Alcoholics Anonymous”, “Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions” and 
other A.A. books and pamphlets are reprinted with permission of A.A. World Services, Inc.  Arti-

cles reprinted with permission of A.A. Grapevine, Inc. are subject to Grapevine copyright.) 

 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

Things We Can Not Change 

To all of our members who have lost family and loved ones 

Rich S.; 33 years~ Eyeopener 

Tim M. ~ Eyeopener  

Dan P.:3years~ Twin Cities 

Our thoughts and prayers are with you  

Heard @ a Meeting 

Self seeking  

will  

sleep away.  

7th STEP 

“Humbly asked Him to remove our shortcomings.”  

The Archives Committee needs committee members – so rather than a historical event for the month, I’m personally sending out a plea 

to all readers that if you know of someone interested in history who has available one hour a month to come to the 2nd Monday of each 

month, please give them the information below. 

HELP WANTED – ONE HOUR / MONTH 

To be clear about what WNY Area 50 AA Archives is about, please note the following and contact me at :  

ARCHIVES@ARERA50WNY.ORG if you are able to give ONE HOUR A MONTH in assistance to create the GOD CONSCIENCE 

on the SECOND MONDAY OF EACH MONTH. Much thanks in advance! 

MOTTO “Whenever a society or civilization perishes, there is always one condition present; they forgot where they came from.”

 Carl Sandberg 

Mission Statement – The WNY Area 50 Archives purpose is to receive, classify and index all related materials which are relevant to 

the origin and historical development of the fellowship of AA in Western New York Area 50. These materials include but are not 

limited to administrative files and records, correspondence, literature and artifacts. 

Area 50 includes the following intergroups: Buffalo Central Committee; NYPENN; Niagara; and Genesee-Wyoming. The Archivist 

and Archives Committee will hold and preserve the materials, making access possible to members of WNY Area 50, mindful of main-

taining the anonymity of our present and past members. 

The Repository: The WNY Area 50 Archives is the repository of personal collections, manuscripts, publications, photographs, and 

memorabilia related to the history and fellowship of AA in WNY, that can be properly preserved and stored. The WNY Area 50 Ar-

chives Committee will collect items that fall into the following categories:           Literary, Historical, Archival, Artifactual 

We need to get the word out to ALL of these groups in Western New York – and we cannot do that without the people who care. I 

KNOW you are out there, but hunting isn’t working, so I’ll use the opportunities we already have in order to put the word out. And I 

apologize to anyone I’ve offended by not asking first.  The meeting needs the hearts of those who care about alcoholics like we do – 

and needs people in attendance but is available by conference call. 

As it says in my favorite Trad ------ each group has but one primary purpose – to carry its message to the alcoholic that still suffers – 

and the archives committee is a group of alcoholics preserving that message and carrying it to this area of 8 counties of Western New 

York. Please give one hour to just see if this works for you – if I see October 2nd, I’ll be sober for 6 incredible years filled with growth 

ONE DAY AT A TIME. And I’ve realized I was created to ask for help and to be amazed at how He works through you.  

SECOND Monday of each month at 6:30, located wherever Buffalo Central Committee is currently housed (we rent a room from 

them). 

From Lila M., your grateful Area 50 Archives committee chair, (now lacking in pitiful and incomprehensible demoralization, but still a 

work in progress) 

mailto:ARCHIVES@ARERA50WNY.ORG
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 Buffalo Group has Moved to 547 Tonawanda St., Buffalo 14207. Same schedule times. 

  Midnight Discussion now starts at Midnight :) Hope Center, 781 Maple, Williamsville 14221.. 

 Turning Point Meeting will no longer be an open meeting the last wk of the month. I also is a Big Book 

Study.Thursday's, Immanuel Church, 107 Scott, Tonawanda 14150 

  Powerless Group; Monday’s 5:50 PM, No Longer Meets.St. Kolbe Center, 176 Clark St. Buffalo. 

  New Group: Position Of Neutrality:  Added; Wed. 8 PM,  St. John’s Grace Episcopal Church, 51 Colonial Circle 14222 

Open Discussion. 

 Grateful Group on Wednesday's has changed its start time to 7 PM. Church of the Nativity, 1530 Colvin Boulevard, Tonawanda 14223. 

 Tri-Step Beginners; No Longer Meets, Tuesdays in Dunkirk 

 Sunday's @ 8; No Longer Meets. 8 pm in Westminster Hall, Dunkirk Presbyterian Church 

 Life Today has changed its start time to 7:30 PM. East Aurora Christian Church, 464 Main @ North Grove, 14052. 

 What's Going On; No Longer Meets. Evergreen Common's, 262 Georgia St., Buffalo 

 Stargazers; No Longer Meets. The Hope Center, Tuesday's 10PM. 

 Pride Group, has moved to Trinity Episcopal Church, 371 Delaware @Tupper, 14202 on WEDNESDAY'S at 7:30PM. Gay & Lesbian OD. 

 Sober Trails; Has Resumed; Monday's, 8 pm, American Legion 81Versailles. 1587. Open Discussion 

 Fredonia Discussion has MOVED to St. John's Church, 733 Central Ave (parking off Eagle St.), Dunkirk 14048. Wednesday, 8:30PM. 

 Page 33, is a Women's Group. Thursday's, 8PM, Kenilworth United Church of Christ, 45 Dalton St., Buffalo 14223. 

 

JULY 2017 

MEETING CHANGES 

~Jun 30, Envelope System Meeting; FRIDAY, 4:00 PM, Tim Horton's 1750 Niagara Falls Blvd. Tonawanda 

 
~ Jul 2 Corrections Committee Meeting, 5:30 PM, Buffalo Central Office. 681 Seneca St., Buffalo 
~ Jul 3 Convention Committee Meeting, 6:00PM, Buffalo Central Office. 681 Seneca St., Buffalo 
~ Jul 10, Archives Committee Meeting; 2nd MONDAY 6:30PM. Buffalo Central Office, Work night’s; 4th Monday’s. 
~Jul 29, General Service Assembly: SATURDAY 12 Noon, Genesee/Wyoming ??? 

~ Jul 2 ,Committee Meeting that meet prior to Central Committee 5:30 PM 

St. Michael's Parish, 651 Washington St., Buffalo 14203  

Followed by Central Committee @ 7 PM 

( hosted by Depth & Weight Group) 

Steering Committee (5:00 PM) 
Corrections Committee Meeting 

Public Information Committee meeting 
Treatment Facilities Committee 

Nightwatch Committee 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES; COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
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~ Jun 24, Emotional Sobriety Workshop; hosted by Depth & weight Speaker Group. Guest  Presenter & Speaker is Mildred 

F. from Toronto, Canada. 10 am- 2 pm. Come out Friday night at 8pm to also hear her story as well. Kenilworth United Church, 

45 Dalton St., Buffalo 14223. 
~ Jun 29, Questions & Answers Group will be celebrating their 14th Group Anniversary with a Buffet at 6:00pm followed by 
7:00 Speaker Meeting at St. Martin's in the Field 2587 Baseline Rd. Grand Island.  
~ Jul 14-16, "Improving Our Conscious Contact" Men's Retreat. Christ the King Seminary, 711 Knox Rd., East Aurora, 
14052. Registration $150.00. Flyer on the website. 
~ July 15, Main & High Day of Sharing, "Pass It On". 9:30- 3:45PM. Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 1080 Main Street, Buffalo 
(across from Anchor Bar) Registration; $6.00, Alateen $6. 50/50, Hot Meal & Refreshments. 
~ Jul 16, Tri County Group annual summer picnic, Sunday, starts at 12:00 until dark, speakers@ 2 PM & 5 PM, family fun, bring a dish 
dinner to share. Gowanda Firemen's park Rt. 62 Gowanda.  Bring the Family :) 
~ Jul 28 & 29, Queen City Round-Up, Trinity Episcopal Church, 317 Delaware Ave, Buffalo, 14202. $25 per person includes food, 

Speaker & Workshops. Friday, 6-9pm, Saturday, 10am-4pm. 
Aug 17-20; 7 Clan Day of Sharing; 5075 Susies Lane ( off Upper Mountain Rd.), Sanborn 14132. See flyer for details. 
~ Aug 26, Easy Does It 9th Annual Picnic, 10 am  Anniversary/Speaker , 11 am Picnic (ends around 1) Lincoln Park Shelter 
#2, Decatur & Parker Town of Tonawanda. Burgers & dogs. supplied..Please bring Sides!!!. 
~ Sept 4, Matt Talbot Picnic; Speaker, Food, Fun...Details to follow :) 
~ Oct. 21, Memorial for John C. (past delegate). 1PM - 5PM, The Hope Center, 781 Maple Rd., Amherst. 
~ Nov. 3-5, 76th Buffalo Fall Convention. Millennium Hotel, 2040 Walden Ave, Cheektowaga 14225. Flyers & info are out 

7th STEP: “Humbly asked Him to remove our shortcomings.” 

7th TRADITION: “Every A.A. group ought to be fully self-supporting, declining outside contributions.” 

7
th

 CONCEPT; The Charter and Bylaws of the General Service Board are legal instruments, empowering the trustees to 

manage and conduct world service affairs. The Conference Charter is not a legal document; it relies upon tradition and the 

A.A. purse for final effectiveness. 

COMING EVENTS 

Yours in the Fellowship of the Spirit…Terry B.…. Executive Secretary 

0 
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    Central Committee Minutes June 4th 2017 

Meeting was opened up at 7:00 and was kick started by our Chair Zach F with 
the responsibility statement. After a moment of silence, the group all joined In 
with the serenity prayer. Next we had a couple readings. Victor read the AA 

Preamble, Indie read the Purpose of AA Central Committee, and Sean Read the 12 traditions. After the Read-
ings Harvey gave a great talk on tradition 6. Come and join us next month to hear about tradition 7 from Di-
anne. A motion to accept last month’s meeting minutes was made by Harvey and seconded by Brandon. 
 24 Groups were represented which breaks down as follows. 50 people were present at the meeting.  
Zone1 – Main and High. Zone2 – Depth and Weight, How it Works, North Buffalo, Questions and Answers, 
Renaissance, Spiritual Progress, Step Action, Three Legacies. Zone3 – Any Lengths, Buffalo, Matt Talbot, 
Zone4 – Action Group, Tuesday Men’s Discussion. Zone5 – Twin Cities Group. Zone6 – Changing our Ways, 
Going to Any Length. Zone7 – Fresh Start, Achievement, Fireside, Lighten up, Williamsville, Women making 
the Effort. 

Committee Reports 
Central Office -  June 2017, 
TOTAL CALL's INCLUDING AFTER-HOURS ; AA Call's: 403, 12-STEP: 28 (15 more than last month), 
ALANON: 0,VISITORS: 167, VOLUNTEERS: 5, Email's:481, Website Hit's; 105,605( 2,153 more than last 
month)/ of them 9,100 Unique Visitors, Total number of visits: 20,501.. Number of forms received to add to our 
12th Step List: 0. We sent out the Newsletter via online sign-up to 92 person; of them only 34 were open :( , 
GROUPS WE ARE IN NEED OF CONTACTS FROM ARE: St. Barnabus-8 
Face book is up and running with 546 local area members (as of Friday)  :) 
Yours in the fellowship of the Spirit…Terry B. 
Envelopes System – The envelope committee met on June 2nd 2017. Present were Diane D, Pat G & Pete. 
1. The committee is continuing to inform groups about the financial needs of central office either during busi-
ness meetings or announcement times during the meeting. 
2.  We have been in touch with a computer technician who may be able to help enhance our website by ask-
ing visitors to the website if they would like to contribute to the envelope system. Then there would be a 
choice to choose a one-time contribution or make a recurring payment. 
2. After some research the committee decided the expense of a remittance envelope (which is intended for a 
one-time contribution only),  would not be cost-effective and concluded that payment options made on our 
website would generate more contributions. 
3. We have discovered that many more people would contribute to the envelope system but have been reluc-
tant to do so because the brochure is designed like a mailing envelope which will not keep  credit card infor-
mation  hidden . To solve this when there is a new printing of the purple brochure we will include the words 
"please detach this section and mail to Buffalo central office." This change would help increase contributions 
by relieving security anxiety. 
Our next meeting is Friday June 30 at 4:15 Tim Horton’s 1750 Niagara Falls Boulevard. If you know someone 
who would benefit from service work please see me after the meeting. Yours in service pat g 
Steering Committee – Zones 1,4,7 are still open and need representatives. Facebook has 546 members. 
July 2nd is the next committee meeting. Respectfully - Alan D 
Treatment Committee – The treatment committee is currently responsible for bringing the hand of Alcoholics 
Anonymous into 6 facilities. With the help of 35 groups, there are collectively 11 "TFC meetings" a week going 
on at these facilities. 
We met 6/4/17 at St. Michael’s church. There were 5 members representing 4 groups. All TFC meetings are 
covered and accounted for. No new business was discussed. 
Outside of joining our committee, there are a few areas where AA members, and groups, can be of service 
through treatment. 
1. Individuals may take a speaking commitment at Horizon Village Terrace House on a Thursday at 6pm. 
2. All groups who currently have commitments through the Treatment Committee can, and should, send a rep-
resentative to our monthly committee meeting to inform us about anything more we could be doing to be of 
service to them, and also to allow us to inform their groups, through them, about anything pertinent to their 
continued Twelfth step work through TFC.                                                                               (Continued next page) 
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(Central Committee Minutes Continued… ) 

3. Any group that is interested in taking on a commitment at one of our facilities is more than welcome to 
contact us and we will do what we can to fit them in. Groups are currently bringing meetings into ECMC, 
Salvation Army, Turning Point, the V.A., and Reflections  
4. Area Treatment is forming a Bridging the Gap program for all of Area 50. At this moment any member 
willing to help clients leaving Treatment Facilities “bridge the gap” between treatment and AA can sign up 
on the new “Bridging the Gap Volunteer Form” found on the Area 50 web page. www.wnyarea50aa.org. 
We will be approaching facilities soon to get this program started. 
 Thank you to all groups and individuals who are involved in this vital 12th step work.    To get in-
volved, or if there are any issues you need to contact us about, please email us at buffalotfc@gmail.com 
or come to our monthly meeting the 1st Sunday of the month 6/4/17 at St. Michaels Church 5:30pm. 
Yours in service, Jesse S. Treatment Committee Chair 
Corrections – Five people in attendance. One new member joined. Not much new to discuss this 
month. Corrections presentation is now on the Buffalo website. Reps please tell your homegroups to 
check it out. Still waiting on an order of pre-release and corrections correspondence pamphlets. Still 
need to get the updated state facilities application to terry. All Facilities are being attended right now ex-
cept for Collins, in contact with the contact from that facility. Dave the area chair attended NERF and 
brought back 2 key points. If you make a commitment to a facility keep it. Corrections workshops are ex-
tremely helpful so discussion for hosting a workshop will ensue next month within the committee. Also 
the first ever national correction conference will be held in November in St Louis, and some of us will 
hopefully be going. I will be sending the flyer to terry to put wherever she puts flyers. - Shannon G  
Nightwatch – Groups are signed up to take commitments up until August. If you are interested in learn-
ing more about Nightwatch and or want to get involved, we could always use help. Please see me after 
the meeting if you are interested in learning more about Nightwatch. - Raeanne F 
Buffalo Fall Convention – We will be holding our 6th committee meeting tomorrow night at 6pm, at the 
central office. If you could all announce at your meetings to register early it would be greatly appreciated. 
If anybody has any suggestions good, bad, and or indifferent please contact me at 716 866 6612. Thank 
you for allowing me the opportunity to serve alcoholics! Your Buffalo Fall convention chair David G 
PIC/CPC – - NFTA completed and they are interested in having us back in August and/or next April for 
their wellness event. 
-We were forwarded an email from Terry from Catholic Health.  The would like us to come and talk to 
their students. 
-The new Big books are at the BECPL.  And Wally mentioned us taking care of libraries outside of that 
system but that are still covered by buffalo Intergroup.  Will be looking in to that 
-We will be attempting to make contact with colleges and universities in the area that have Med school, 
Social work, and Nursing schools to see if we can be of service to their students. 
-If you're looking to join PIC email us at buffalopicpc@gmail.com 
GSA Liaison – The assembly did not meet this month. They meet June 17th. Saturday at noon. Loca-
tion, First Baptist Church, 133 South Union St. Olean NY 14760. .....Nick B.  
 
Recap –  No questions  
Old Business –  No old Business 
New Business –  
1.) Vote in a new Meeting – (Rainbow North) which is an open meeting Saturdays at 7:30  
*Passes Unanimously  
2.) Steering committee “Makes a motion to move Central Office to St. Andrews Convent, 34 Francis Ave in Sloan NY, 
14212 ASAP.”  
 Cliff notes , Rent is Cheaper, Space is slightly larger and accommodating for office functionality and archives, 
On a Bus route, free parking,  
* Motion Passes Unanimously  
3.) Steering Committee “Makes a motion to move the Central Committee meeting to St. Aloysius Schoole 157 Cleveland 
Dr. in Cheektowaga NY ” 
* motion is tabled to have enough time to bring discussion to the committee groups.  
4) Motion to close made by Jeff and seconded by all  

http://www.wnyarea50aa.org
mailto:buffalotfc@gmail.com
mailto:buffalopicpc@gmail.com
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Intergroup wants to express our appreciation for those groups 
and individuals who have made generous financial contributions, 

and give a special thank you to all the members who have  
volunteered their time this year to help the  

sick and suffering alcoholic.  

 

 

 Concept Vll: The Charter and Bylaws of the General Ser-

vice Board are legal instruments, empowering the trustees to 

manage and conduct world service affairs. The Conference 

Charter is not a legal document; it relies upon tradition and 

the A.A. purse for final effectiveness.  

 Do we act responsibly regarding the “power of the 

purse”?  

 • Do we realize that the practical and spiritual power of 

the Conference will nearly always be superior to the legal 

power of the G.S.B.?  
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Tradition Seven: Every AA group ought to 

be fully self-supporting, declining outside 

contributions.  

Honestly now, do I do all I can to help AA 

(my group, my central office, my GSO) remain 

self-supporting? Could I put a little more into 

the basket on behalf of the new guy who can’t 

afford it yet? How generous was I when tanked 

in a barroom? 

Should the Grapevine sell advertising space 

to book publishers and drug companies, so it 

could make a big profit and become a bigger 

magazine, in full color, at a cheaper price per 

copy? 

If GSO runs short of funds some year, 

wouldn’t it be okay to let the government sub-

sidize AA groups in hospitals and prisons? 

Is it more important to get a big AA collec-

tion from a few people, or a smaller collection 

in which more members participate? 

Is a group treasurer’s report unimportant AA 

business? How does the treasurer feel about 

it? 

How important in my recovery is the feeling 

of self-respect, rather than the feeling of being 

always under obligation for charity  

received? 
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