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Our Primary Purpose 

Sometimes I am uncomfortable with all of the different definitions that I have heard concerning the topic 
of what our primary purpose  is. I can sit in a meeting and hear all kinds of different experiences that mem-
bers have described, thinking that they are carrying the message of alcoholics anonymous to the new mem-
ber. 

We have the big book, and the twelve and twelve, as our primary texts, that have the message that we 
are supposed to be carrying to the new comers. But I see it misrepresented by well meaning people that 
think we are supposed to convince a person not to take a drink. 

I cringe when I hear someone say “I just don’t pick up today,” and that it’s all about the alcohol. It hasn’t 
always been this way. This attitude has only surfaced in the past 25 years. 

I sometimes think that it’s almost sacrilegious to point these things out but I do it sometimes when 
someone’s chance of sobriety hangs in the balance. 

On page 31 in the big book, right after it explains “all of the methods we have tried,” it goes on to say, 
“We do not like to pronounce any individual as alcoholic, but you can quickly diagnose yourself. Step over to 
the nearest bar and try some con- trolled drinking. Try to drink and stop abruptly. Try it more than once. It will 
not take long to decide if you are honest with yourself about it. It may be worth a bad case of jitters if you get 
the full knowledge of your condition.” 

Now, to be clear, I have never suggested that any- one go over to a bar and drink, but when I refer him 
to that page in the big book, he understands that he is the only one that can make the decision to stop drink-
ing, and that I will help him to understand his problem but, I do not turn into his (parent) protector. 

Again, I don’t want to suggest that anyone send anybody to a bar to test this way of thinking. But, I do 
want to suggest that our primary purpose is to stay sober and to help other alcoholics to achieve sobriety, 
and I know that in the past 25 years, or so, A.A. has been flooded with people from the REHAB facilities and 
protecting them from a drink is the purpose of rehab, but when they arrive in A.A. it shouldn’t change what 
we know works long term. I must be careful not to let my own ambition cloud my judgment on this important 
issue. 

I know that this misconception will be with us for a while but I also know that the Big Book, and the 
12X12 will not change, and I also know that we all grow up a little in the program and as we do we patiently 
realize that the Big Book and 12X12 are wise beyond our comprehension. Understanding the message in 
those excerpts is the more unselfish and mature way to help the alcoholic who suffers. 

We are not snake oil salesmen. We can’t give away something we haven’t got. Reading these pages to 
a newcomer would be a good way to explain the true nature of his malady. 

 

Rick R.; AA Cleveland District Office - Vol. 74 No. 9; June 2017 
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Featured Committee 

~Conti. On next page 
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6-9-3 Halfway House (above) 

Terrace House (below) 
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June 2020 

MEETING CHANGES; after  quarantine is lifted :) 
 All meetings are temporarily suspended due to Corona virus :

(  Watch Website for updates as we receive them.) 

All Zoom Meetings Received are on the website: 
www.buffaloaany.org 

After Q., Committee Meeting that meet prior to Central Committee 5:30 PM 

St. Andrew's Church Parish, 111 Crocker & Reiman, Sloan, 14212,  

Steering Committee (5:30 PM)  
Public Information Committee meeting 

Treatment Facilities Committee 
Corrections Committee (6:00 PM) 

Education & Participation 
Nightwatch Committee 

Envelope System (6:30 PM) 
Internet Presence Committee  

Followed By Central Committee 7:00 PM:  

~ 2020 Buffalo Fall Convention Has Been Cancelled 

 

First A.A.  

International Convention  

opens in  

Cleveland, OH 

July 28-30 , 1950  
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6th STEP: “Were entirely ready to have God remove all these defects of character.” 
6th TRADITION: “An A.A. group ought never endorse, finance or lend the A.A. name to any related facility or outside enter-
prise, lest problems of money, property and prestige divert us from our primary purpose.” 
 6th CONCEPT; The Conference recognizes that chief initiative and active responsibility in most world service matters 
should be exercised by the trustee members of the Conference acting as the General Service Board. 

COMING EVENTS 

 

E n v e l o p e  

S y s te m  

“ p e r s o n a l l y  

h e l p i n g  to  e n s u r e   

AA  f o r  th e  f u tu r e ”  

“Every A.A. wants to make sure of his survival  

from  alcoholism, and his spiritual well-being after-

ward. This is just as it should be. He also wants to do 

what he can for the survival and well-being of his 

fellow alcoholics. Therefore he is bound to have a 

vital interest in the permanence and well-being of 

A.A. itself.” 

Bill W., Language of the Heart, p. 166 

originally published in the April 1958 Grapevine 

reprinted with permission of The A.A. Grapevine, Inc 

~ Mar. 28th ( Sat.)10:00 AM, General Service Pre- Assembly Confer-
ence, 1419 Falls St. Niagara Falls 14303. 
~ Apr. 4, GSA District 5 meets ( 1st Sat.)12 PM, St. Marks Episcopal 
Church, 61 Payne Ave.,  
~ Apr. 12, District 11, ( 2nd Sunday) 5:15, Unitarian Universalist Church, 
695 Elmwood Ave, Buffalo, 14222. 
~ Apr. 13 & 27, Archives work nights @ New Office, @ 6:30pm. The 
monthly meeting details are available by sending an email to AR-
CHIVES@AREA50WNY.ORG 
~ Apr. 14, GSA District 15 meets ( 2nd Tuesday) at St. John Lutheran 
Church, 4536 South Buffalo St., Orchard Park, 14127. 
~ Apr. 20, Archives Committee Meeting;(3rd Monday)6:30 PM@ Buffalo 
Central Office, 111 Crocker St.( Franklin St. Entrance), Sloan 14212. 
WORKNIGHTS; 2nd & 4th Monday's, 6:30 pm. 
~ Apr. 22GSA District 16 (Southtown’s) Meeting. 7:00 PM ( 4th 
Wednesday),  at 2063 Southcreek Rd., Eden 14057. 
~ Apr. 26,  GSA District 8 Meeting, 5:00 PM, (last Sunday) The Hope 
Center, 781 Maple Rd. @ N. Forest, Amherst, 14113. 
~ Apr. 27, GSA District 14 Meeting (last Monday) 6:30 PM, 1866 Se-
neca St, Buffalo   

General Service Assembly 

We Now Have a Donate Button on our Website!!! 

Jimmy B:  The Man Who Helped So Many Into Our Fellowship  
 
Jim, aka "Jimmy" B's sobriety date was June 15, 1938.  He did not come into the AA fellowship then as a glowing, clearly 
surrendered newcomer, simply ready to do whatever anyone said, or go wherever he was led by elder members.  His 
first sobriety date had been January of that year, and for months after that, he looked like New York AA's primary prob-
lem!  His own main problem had seemed to be "this God business," and he had stayed loudly insistent about it.  He had 
soon drifted away from the other early AA's, tragically relapsed, but thankfully made it back.  He stayed sober from that 
June on, and the contributions he made to Alcoholics Anonymous are still very much alive, even growing, today. 
 
The contribution that maybe most, if not all, AA members have been helped by:  his input on some crucial wording in the 
Big Book.  There was definite disagreement about how to present the "God" aspect of the program, with Fitz M and oth-
ers on the side of a strongly religious message, Bill W in favor of compromise, and Hank P, for one, hoping for a more 
inclusive message.  Jimmy also supported more inclusiveness, and his voice helped with Bill's wording.  The phrase 
"God as we understood Him" came to be used twice in the 12 Steps, complemented by other statements in  the Big 
Book, like "When, therefore, we speak to you of God, we mean your own conception of God," on page 47.  With those 
words, hope and help became available for alcoholics of any and all belief systems. 
 
In many other people, that kind of great contribution might have been the final one.  But in 1940, Jimmy helped get the 
first AA groups started in 2 different cities:  Philadelphia and Baltimore.  Philadelphia was the first, in February.  Jim 
moved there with a recently published Big Book and the need for, as he put it, "other alcoholics to work and play 
with."  Only 8 weeks later, the new group had 50 members.  And only weeks after that, he was sitting in the first group in 
Baltimore, that he had worked with another Jim, Jim R, on getting going.  That group, too, put down roots and began to 
grow.  By sharing his experience and the Big Book that his contribution helped shape, Jimmy had brought help that 
spread, and continues to, in both cities and beyond. 
 
So in his first year of sobriety, he had made immensely important contributions that mostly involved face to face commu-
nication.  After that, he made more through writing.  He wrote the first known history of Alcoholics Anonymous--a short 
document with a limited scope that, nonetheless, set an important precedent.  And by the time of the 1955 International 
Convention, which Bill W used to frame our history for AA Comes of Age, his story, "The Vicious Cycle," was in the Big 
Book.  There, he got to share about his part in "God as we understood Him," and his experience with the life-saving 
power of our fellowship. 
 
When Jimmy B passed in 1974, just a couple of years after Bill W, he had been sober well over 30 years.  And maybe 
we can take it as a lasting statement about the power of AA friendships, of how we sober drunks belong together, that 
his grave is only feet away from that of Fitz M. 



New Frontiers ~ June 2020 

7 

 

*    No May or June Central Committee Meeting 2020 * 

     

Twelve Spiritual Principles (Virtues) 

 

Bill W. considered each step to be a spiritual principle in and of itself. However, particularly 
in the 12 & 12, he outlined the spiritual principles behind each step. Some of them seem 
like common sense, but understand going into the exercise that reading these principles 
and actually practicing them in your day-to-day lives are two entirely different things (and that 

the latter requires vigilance and willingness). 
 

1. HONESTY – Fairness and straight forwardness of conduct: adherence to the facts. 
2. HOPE – To expect with desire; something on which hopes are centered. 
3. FAITH – Complete confidence; belief and trust. 
4. COURAGE – Firmness  of  mind  and  will  in  the  face  of  extreme  difficulty;  men-

tal  or  moral  strength  to withstand fear. 
5. INTEGRITY – The quality or state of being complete or undivided; soundness. 
6. WILLINGNESS – Prompt to act or respond; accepted and done of choice or without 

reluctance. 
7. HUMILITY – Not proud or haughty; not arrogant or assertive; a clear and concise un-

derstanding of what we are, followed by a sincere desire to become what we can be. 
8. LOVE – Unselfish concern that freely accepts another in loyalty and seeks his good to 

hold dear. 
9. DISCIPLINE – Training that corrects, molds, or perfects the mental faculties or moral 

character; to bring under control; to train or develop by instruction. 
10. PATIENCE/PERSEVERANCE – Steadfast despite opposition or adversity; able or 

willing to bear; to persist in an understanding in spite of counter influences. 
11. AWARENESS – Alive and alert; vigilance in observing. 
12. SERVICE – A  helpful  act;  contribution  to  the  welfare  of  others;  useful  la-

bor  that  does  not  produce  a tangible commodity. 
 

By Unknown Author 
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On behalf of the Western New York Area 50 Archives, I would like to thank 

you for your group’s seventh tradition. 

We look forward to being of service to your homegroup and other Alcoholics Anonymous groups of Area 50 for many years 

to come. Please take a couple of minutes to review this letter and bring it to your home group business meeting. 

As a quick introduction, let me explain what Archives does. We serve as a preservation committee dedicated to maintain deep 

histories of all the Area 50 AA groups, from their beginning all the way to their present incarnations. We cannot do this without your 

help. While we rely on the seventh tradition to cover operating costs, we also rely on volunteers to assist with the archiving process. 

Our focus has been collecting, categorizing and indexing different pieces of AA history. This ranges from each edition of the 

big book, the 12 and 12, grapevines, as well as many other publications regardless of being AA approved or not. We seek these items 

out and try to acquire through donation but do have to purchase them from time to time. We also have a vast amount of historical AA 

pictures from conventions, fellowship gatherings as well as other AA events. 

We believe we have an incredibly comprehensive catalogue of our history. The best part is that it’s all available for those who 

are curious to learn more about our program and groups. Also upon request, we will also be at your home group’s events (anniversary 

meetings, group anniversaries) with a display of materials. 

Our committee members actively train with other archivists (locally and at national events) to learn best practices to employ 

in safeguarding our incredibly important history. We also host an annual Archives breakfast showcasing our vast collection annually 

which also includes a high profile AA speaker. This isn’t free. We spend as much money as we receive through the seventh tradition 

and from ticket sales to the annual breakfast. 

That being said – we need help from your homegroup and any willing members. Please consider this when appropriating 

funds for GSA, GSO and Central office. We are a separate committee with autonomy. Our very existence relies on the seventh tradi-

tion and volunteer support. We’re always looking for new members too. This is an excellent way to learn more about our program as 

well as be of service to our program. 

Thank you very much for your support now and in the future. 

Sincerely, David G. :Archives Committee Chair 

 

 

Tradition Six: An AA group ought never  

endorse, finance, or lend the AA name to 

any related facility or outside enterprise, 

lest problems of money, property, and 

prestige divert us from our primary pur-

pose. 
 

 Should my fellow group members 

and I go out and raise money to  
 endow several AA beds in our local 
 hospital? 

 Is it good for a group to lease a 
small building? 

 Are all the officers and members of 
our local club for AAs familiar with 
“Guidelines on Clubs” (which is 

available free from GSO)? 

 Should the secretary of our group 

serve on the mayor’s advisory  
 committee on alcoholism? 

 Some alcoholics will stay around 

AA only if we have a TV and card 
room. If this is what is required to 

carry the message to them, should 
we have these facilities? 

 
IN MEMORIAM 

Things We Can Not Change 

To all of our members who have lost family and loved ones 
~ Margaret H.: 42  years, Fresh Start  

~Arthur C.:  40 years ~North Buffalo Group 

~ Wayne T. ; 41 Years~ Renaissance  

~ Alexander P.:  Renaissance Group 
Our thoughts and prayers are with you  
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Intergroup wants to express our appreciation for those groups 
and individuals who have made generous financial contributions, 

and give a special thank you to all the members who have  
volunteered their time this year to help the  

sick and suffering alcoholic.  

 

 

Examples of Group 

Contributions to A.A. Service Entities 
 

Distribution of funds from groups that support 

four service entities 

 
50% to Intergroup or Central Office 

30% to General Service Office 

10% to WNY General Service Area 50 committee 

10% to district 

 Concept VI: The Conference recognizes that the 

chief initiative and active responsibility in most 

world service matters should be exercised by the 

trustee members of the Conference acting as the 

General Service Board. 

 

 • Are we familiar with how our General Service 

Board (G.S.B.) Class A and Class B trustees serve 

A.A.? Are we familiar with how our other trusted 

servants serve A.A.?  

• Are we clear about the terms, “chief initiative” 

and “active responsibility”? Can we see a direct 

link to our home group? 
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